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When they take a Jordanian pilot
and in a particularly barbaric fashion
essentially set him on fire in a cage,
when they take people out to a beach
and one by one behead them, when
they sell innocent women and young
girls into slavery, over and over again,
we have seen these horrific things hap-
pening, and it is time the world stood
up to this group, both for the horrific
things they are doing on historic arti-
facts which can’t be brought back, but
also the human lives that they have so
callously extinguished. This group
must be stopped. Let’s hope that this
evening we are at least taking a step in
that direction.

I again thank Mr. ENGEL, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Madam Speaker, as we
vote on H.R. 1493 in the House today, | would
like to share with you the series of unfortunate
and barbaric events that have plagued The
Cultural Museum of Mosul and robbed the
people of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan of
their historical lineage.

No stranger to war and tribal conflict, the
people of Mosul, Iraq have suffered persecu-
tion and displacement under the Ottoman Em-
pire, British colonial rule, and various tyran-
nical regimes. Despite all these hardships,
Mosul was once a city of commercial impor-
tance to the region. Commerce and trade
brought a rich exchange of history and culture
to Mosul, which was preserved in the Museum
of Mosul.

The museum provided a connection to a na-
tional identity and pride, which was once flour-
ishing and prosperous. They say it is impor-
tant to know your past so that you can learn
from the mistakes of previous generations and
better prepare for the future that is ahead. The
people of Mosul were robbed of that oppor-
tunity in April of this year by ISIS. Just days
before the reopening of the museum, which
was looted during the Irag War in 2003, ISIS
released a horrific video showing militants
using sledgehammers to demolish stone
sculptures and other centuries-old artifacts.

The world watched in horror and disbelief as
centuries of Assyrian history were obliterated
in minutes. As we fight against the injustices
perpetrated by ISIS militants around the world
we must also fight to preserve the cultural in-
tegrity of these historical civilizations. | want to
thank my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
for their dedication in preserving the historical
treasures of the people of Mosul. ISIS has
robbed these people of their freedoms but we
must protect their past so that they may have
a better future.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
| would like to begin by thanking Mr. ELIOT
ENGEL, the Ranking Member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, for his bill, the Pro-
tect and Preserve International Cultural Prop-
erty Act, H.R. 1493.

| am privileged to be the lead co-sponsor of
this bill, just as | was last year.

This bill could not be more timely, given the
depredations of ISIS that we see played out
on our TV screens when we turn on the night-
ly news—the horrific beheadings and killing of
Christians and other religious minorities such
as Yezidis by Islamist fanatics.

These murderers help finance their terror in
part by looting cultural antiquities and coins
from areas of Syria and Iraq that they control.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Congress has already acted with respect to
banning importation of “blood antiquities” from
Irag, which this bill would now extend to Syria.
As such, this bill is part of the war on terror,
helping to dry up sources of terror financing.

We also see that these fanatics will destroy
what they cannot loot. This bill increases the
inter-agency cooperation, including involve-
ment of “Monuments Men” units of our armed
forces, in striving to protect a cultural heritage
which is part of our world’s patrimony.

Finally, | want to highlight a provision of this
bill that was not in the version we passed in
the last Congress, but one which is an impor-
tant addition, namely, a safe-harbor provision
for those who seek to bring into the country
important cultural artifacts that are being
threatened with destruction, This safe harbor
provision allows them to be placed in the tem-
porary protective custody of the United States
government or a museum.

| want to close by thanking Ranking Mem-
ber ENGEL for introducing this important piece
of legislation, and would like to thank him and
all staff members who worked so hard on
bringing this important legislation to the floor
tonight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1493, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMEMBERING THE FIRE-
FIGHTERS LOST IN HOUSTON’S
FIRE OFF THE SOUTHWEST
FREEWAY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, May 31,
2013, 2 years ago yesterday, at 12:08
p.m., a call is made to Houston 911. A
large fire was burning off the South-
west Freeway. At 12:11, 3 minutes later,
station 51 arrived. At 12:16 p.m., 5 min-
utes after that, station 68 arrived. At
12:23, a mayday was heard over the
radio. The roof had collapsed.

That call was the last alarm for four
firefighters: Matthew Renaud, 35 years
old, station 51; Robert Bebee, 41 years
old, station 51 as well; Robert Garner,
29 years old, station 68; and a young
lady from my hometown, Anne Sul-
livan, 24 years old, fire station 68. They
are in God’s hands, and we will never
forget them.
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HONORING RABBI LES
GUTTERMAN

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Rabbi Les
Gutterman, my rabbi and a man who
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has served for more than 40 years as
the senior rabbi for Temple Beth-El in
Providence, Rhode Island.

Rabbi Gutterman’s unique insight
and his sharp sense of humor have
served the members of his congregation
magnificently during times of personal
struggle and times of great celebration.

As a member of the congregation at
Temple Beth-El, I have often relied on
Rabbi Gutterman’s wise counsel and
spiritual guidance, and I consider his
friendship a great blessing in my life.

A native of Flint, Michigan, Rabbi
Gutterman first came to Providence 45
years ago after earning a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Michigan
and a Doctor of Divinity from Hebrew
Union College.

At the time, just 27 years old, he
could not have imagined the impact he
would have on our State and on the
families in his congregation. But just 3
years later, Rabbi Gutterman would be
appointed the senior rabbi for Temple
Beth-El, making him one of the young-
est senior rabbis in the United States.

Today, he is known to all of us as
“Rhode Island’s rabbi,”” a humble, car-
ing servant of God who has tended to
the spiritual needs of this great com-
munity for nearly half a century.

While we will miss his presence at
Temple Beth-El, I know that all of us
are wishing him, his wife Janet, and
his daughters Rebecca and Elizabeth
the very best as he embarks on a well-
deserved retirement.

Thank you, Rabbi Gutterman, for
your devotion to our community and
for the gentle, caring guidance and love
you have provided to us for so many
years.

——
TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from OKla-
homa (Mr. RUSSELL) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. RUSSELL. Madam Speaker, with
trade deals on the horizon, President
Obama has asked Congress to grant
him trade promotional authority, also
called fast track, to ‘‘write the rules
for the world’s economy.” This meas-
ure would allow the President to pass
sweeping trade partnerships without
the input of the American people
through their elected representatives
in the normal process. Despite the var-
ious myths circulating about TPA, I
sincerely believe that it is not in the
best interest of our Nation, as written
at this time.

You have heard it said that a vote
against TPA is a vote against inter-
national trade, but actually, a vote
against TPA is a vote for a better con-
struct and trade agreement.

I am a strong supporter of trade when
deals are negotiated strategically in
the best interest of the United States
economically, militarily, and dip-
lomatically. With the President leav-
ing office in just months, I have serious
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